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AMONG THE DRUSES

has been notoriously evil, they sometimes do withhold
it, to the great unhappiness of the family.

What followed was a quick, rough business. Four or
five of the strongest men laid hold of the coffin to push
it through the hole into the vault. The lid was too big
and the coffin jammed. Although the lid had been nailed
down, the men pried it off, disclosing the body, and I
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noticed heavy tattoo marks on the hands. The coffin
still would not go through. The men pulled it back
hastily, and one of them crawled into the hole on his
hands and knees. Then, pushing and pulling, they got
the coffin in. Afterward the lid was passed through
to the man inside. In a moment he came crawling out*
perspiring and evidently glad to have finished with a bad
job.

After the funeral, while the earth was being shoveled
back into the trench, the dead man's will was read. I
noticed* as we went away, that two men sat down in